
                                
 
                                                          William [Bill] Hurley 

In 1964, Bill refereed his very first game of basketball in the Corner Brook area.From 1965-67 he 
continued his officiating career at the highschool levels in Montreal, Quebec doing numerous games 
over the season. He has officiated thousands of games from grammar school levels to senior levels 
throughout Newfoundland and Labrador and other parts of our country. He has officiated in hundreds 
of local and provincial tournaments over his career including all levels of NLBA provincial tournaments 
from minor to senior and SSNL, !A, 2A,3A and 4A’s and including the Newfoundland and Labrador 
summer games. Bill has also officiated in every Hall Of Fame Cup tournament since its inception. 
Along with all of this, Bill is also an avid wheelchair basketball official. One of just a few in our 
province and to top it all of he refereed basketball at St. Pauls in Gander while teaching there. 
Through all of this Bill was also ready and willing at all times to introduce the career of officiating to 
others. He has worked hundreds upon hundreds of games with new officials over the years, taking the 
time after games to go over the things they needed to work on and improve their games as referees.  

 He also served as President of SJABO from 1996-2000 bringing in new changes to the association to 
help in the development of officials and train new persons. 

From 2013-2017 he also served as Vice-President of the Provincial executive of officials, NABO, 
working with it’s Branches to improve and promote officiating throughout the Province of 
Newfoundland and Labrador. 

 Awards 

 In 2015 Bill was recognized by the NABO executive for 35 years of service as a working official in our 
province. In June of 2000, Bill was awarded the distinguished Frank King award for his outstanding 
achievements in officiating throughout our province. In 2018 Bill was recognized by his peers, CABO, 
The Canadian Association of Basketball Officials with the very distinguished, J. A. Wink Wilcox Award 
which is a national award recognized throughout Canada. 

 To top off his officiating career, Bill was presented with a SJABO Recognition award for his service as 
an executive member from 1996-2000.  

When asked for advice for new referees, Hurley answered: 

Always be willing to learn. Don’t take anything personal. Stay calm, stay focused and be firm but fair. 
Watch other officials when they referee and ask lots of questions. 

 


